104                                      A HISTORY OF THE U.S.S.R.

prisoners with full equipment and without demanding any prisoners
in exchange. In December 1800 Paul and Napoleon began a personal
correspondence concerning peace terms and a joint struggle against
England. In a memorandum outlining the principles of Paul's new
foreign policy, the rupture with England is explained by the fact that
England "by her envy, cunning and wealth was, is, and will be, not
the rival, but the villainous enemy of France." The memorandum stated
further, "By means of threats, intrigue and money England set all the
powers against Prance" (here Paul I added, "and us sinners as well").
Through an alliance with Napoleon Paul also hoped to stifle the
French revolution, for Napoleon had set up a military dictatorship
in France after the coup d'etat of November 9 (18 Brumaire) 1799,
The overthrow of English rule in India was one of the joint measures
to be undertaken by Russia and France. In January 1801 Paul ordered
a detachment of Don Cossacks to proceed through Orenburg "via
Bokhara and Khiva straight to the Indus River." This toially unpre-
pared Indian campaign was called off by the new emperor, Alexander I,
soon after the death of Paul.

During the last months of his life Paul began to display more
interest in Transcaucasia, as a possible route to Persia and India, On
January 18, 1801, he issued a manifesto announcing the voluntary
union of Georgia with Russia.

Paul's belligerent measures caused no little anxiety in England.
The British ambassador at St. Petersburg supported the organization
of a conspiracy by the upper nobility who were discontented with
Paul's policy and his cruelty and follies.

The Russian landlords, interested as they were in restoring economic
relations with England, to whom they, sold grain and other Russian
produce, were particularly dissatisfied with the anti-English turn
in Paul's foreign policy. On the night of March 11,1801, the conspira-
tors, with the connivance of Alexander, the crown prince, broke into
the emperor's chamber and assassinated him.

Chapter V
TSARISM DURING THE NAPOLEONIC WARS

25. THE DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY OF ALEXANDER I (up to 1812)

, Alexander I (1801-1825). The accession of Alexander I was
hailed with joy by the entire nobility, who hoped to find him a more
consistent and more tractable medium for their policy than his highly
unbalanced father. "Silenced is the roar of the gruff North Wiud?